
 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

Thanks again for helping make October an exciting month for your 

child!  

 

Writing Workshop 

We have learned how to write label and pattern books.  During Reading 

Workshop, we learned how simple books often have repetitive text.  As 

writers, we tried to emulate some of these authors by writing our own 

pattern books.  They will continue to practice this during the next few 

weeks.  The children also learned writers need to put a character in a 

place (setting) and show the action of that character.  We will also begin 

to discuss how writers write for different purposes. 

 

I am encouraging the children to label the parts of their stories.  This 

may be recording one or more letters to represent a word which 

describes the illustration.  We have spent time discussing the fact that 

they use “kid spelling”. The children should stretch a word out like a 

rubber band and record those letters that he (or she) hears.  This will 

vary from child to child.  Some children may only record initial sounds 

while others may be able to stretch words out further.  At this stage, the 

goal is for your child to feel comfortable attempting this task.  Your 

child can refer to the Fundations sheet when trying to figure out letters 

and sounds.  This was included in the Open House packet. 

 

Our young writers are also discovering kid spelling is just one strategy 

to use when trying to record words in to their writing.  The children are 

learning to “read the room” and look for words to record in their writing.  

The goal is not only for your child to use these strategies when writing 

but also to become resourceful.  This will help him (or her) become 

more independent and confident when writing and expressing his 

thoughts.  Please encourage your child to do this at home. 

 



We had our first author celebration.  The children were very excited to 

write and share their creative pieces.  After we complete our next unit of 

study, your child will again be asked to review all of his/her writing 

pieces and choose one to “edit”, publish and share (celebrate) with a 

friend.  The remaining pieces from that unit will be given to your child 

to review and celebrate with you at home.  As you celebrate their work, 

please keep in mind that your young writer may forget some of his 

stories.  Some stories may not be complete since it is often difficult for 

the children to go back to a previous writing (for the same reason). 

 

Language Arts 

Through our big book reading we will continue to review concepts of 

print, sequencing, predicting, choral speaking and more!  The children 

will see and hear how punctuation helps us to read with expression.   

 

I reminded the students to store the books they made in a special place at 

home.  Please encourage your child to revisit these books and read them 

to you.   

 

We recently completed our second class big book, The Family Book 

(Sing a Song was our first class book).  Both books will be coming soon 

to a home near you. As we join our families together during this holiday 

season, you will meet all of your child’s classmates and their families in 

The Family Book. 

 

Reading Workshop 

Last month we learned how Reading Workshop works. We not only 

learned what it looks and sounds like, but we practiced all of the routines 

that help to make the workshop run smoothly.  Our young readers are 

learning how to review books during private reading time (“read to 

self”) while also practicing how to share knowledge with their reading 

buddy during partner share (“read to someone”). 

 

We began by reading “Look Books”.  These are a variety of picture 

books that children look at when they are practicing the basic rules and 

routines of Reading Workshop.  Although most kindergartners can’t 

read the text of these books, they are able to learn how to study the detail 

in the illustrations to gain understanding. 

 



Although we will continue to use “Look Books”, the children have been 

invited to read STAR books.  They are wonderful pieces of literature 

that we have read many times together.  The children become so familiar 

with the stories and the text, they become a great tool to use when 

practicing strategies introduced during the mini lessons. Although they 

are not expected to read the text in these types of books, the children are 

able to retell them using the strategies we learned.  Our readers have 

learned how to use the detail to retell the story in their own words; 

change their voice to match the different characters; stop and think about 

what is happening in the story and more.  During the next few weeks we 

will discuss and explore how readers use all of their powers to read. 

 

When your child takes home his reading bag, please have your child 

review the sight words and read the book enclosed.  Have your child 

return the bag with its contents the very next day.  

 

Fundations 

We will learn about the following letters r, c, o, a and g.  Soon we will 

learn how to tap out the sounds in words.  Ask your child to show you 

how to do this in the near future. 

 

Math 

We will continue working with numbers to 10.  This will include 

concepts such as less (fewer), more, one to one correspondence and 

composing and decomposing numbers to 5. 

 

Science 

We will be completing our unit on the five senses.  Next, we will be 

learning about simple machines. 

 

Social Studies 

During September and October we spent time learning, discussing and 

celebrating ourselves, our family and each other.  During November we 

will continue this and also focus on how things change over time. This 

month we will discuss the effects of change and how our choices create 

change. As we move towards Thanksgiving, the children will uncover 

what they are thankful for.  I will ask the children to discuss this at home 

as well.  We will spend time learning about the Native Americans and 

Pilgrims and compare how their lives were different from ours. 



 

Scholastic Book Order 

The November Scholastic book order is due Thursday, November 8th. 

 

Change of Clothes 

Now that the cooler weather has approached, I am sending home your 

child’s change of clothes.  Please review the contents and send back a 

complete set of clothes for the cooler months.  Please remember to 

include a top, pants, socks and underwear in a bag with your child’s 

name written on it.  Please send it back as soon as possible. 

 

I will keep you posted as new events and activities arise.  Thanks again 

for all of your help and cooperation! 

 

     

       Sincerely, 

       Mrs. Zimmerman 

 

 

 

 

 


